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March 15, 2016

Sarah A. Norris is UCF’s Scholarly Communication Librarian. The UCF Libraries Of ce of Scholarly Communication can provide
information and assistance on all aspects of scholarly publishing, including author rights, open access, and sustainable publishing
options. In this article, Sarah talks about the open access movement, including current and emerging trends in this ever-evolving area of
publication.
By Sarah Norris
Here at UCF, we recently celebrated the 8t h International Open Access Week (http://stars.library.ucf.edu/oaweek/). Open Access, the
free and unfettered access to research online, is an ever evolving movement within academia – one that provides increased
opportunities to the research community. Though Open Access (OA) has been a part of the academic lexicon for some time now,
current trends and practices in the OA movement illustrate the transformative nature that open access is having on the research
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community. This article will highlight several trends in open access. Though certainly not comprehensive, it serves to spark
discussion on how we at UCF view current and emerging open access trends and how the UCF community can continue to be
engaged in this ever-expanding movement in academia and publishing.
Background
Though open access efforts have existed since the 1960s, it was not until the 1990s with the advent of the World Wide Web that the
OA movement really began to take shape. Originally intended to function solely for self-archiving purposes, open access has
evolved into a publishing model that produces quality, peer-reviewed scholarly journals, in addition to self-archiving.
Currently, there are two commonly discussed forms of open access: Green and Gold OA
(http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm). Green Open Access refers to the self-archiving model, where researchers are
able to archive previously published works in an institutional repository, such as UCF’s repository called STARS
(http://stars.library.ucf.edu/). Gold Open Access allows works to be published and disseminated immediately in an open access
journal without lengthy embargoes or other publishing restrictions. In essence, it is the “gold standard” for open access publishing
and for making one’s research openly accessible.
Subvention Funds
Of course, publishing in open access journals is not without its challenges. Many researchers interested in publishing in open
access journals have noted that often OA publications are asking authors to pay an Article Processing Charge (also known as author
fee) to publish an article. These charges have often been instituted to help off-set publishing costs, though may be cost-prohibitive
for many authors to consider as a publishing option.
It is worth noting that there are predatory publishers that exist in the open access journal market that may inappropriately charge
authors to obtain pro ts, posing as credible publishing options. Authors should be mindful of such questionable practices in
publication. Authors can search sites such as Beall’s List (http://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/) maintained by Jeffrey Beall from the
University of Colorado at Denver when determining if a journal may be potentially predatory in nature.
As noted above, many publishers that do charge an Article Processing Charge do so appropriately and are not predatory in nature.
One emerging trend to help mitigate such costs is subvention funding. Subvention funds are those funds allocated by an author’s
institution to encourage researchers to publish in open access publications. While not a common practice by most institutions at
this time, it is worth noting that subvention funds provided by institutions are beginning to gain traction at large research
institutions, such as University of Michigan and MIT. It is important to note that not all open access journals require an Article
Processing Charge, and therefore, authors should research which publishing options and funding models may work best for them
and their work.
Social Media Sites
With the rise of traditional social media platforms, like Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, it is no surprise that academia has joined
this trend by participating in social media publishing sites such as Academia.edu and ResearchGate. As research sharing sites,
Academia.edu and ResearchGate offer authors another venue for scholarly dissemination, as well as potential increased visibility of
their work. Many authors choose to upload versions of their work to these social media sites – a practice that has proved both
fruitful and problematic in the past few years.
Uploading full-text PDF versions of scholarly output to social media sites is particularly illustrative of the problems with
traditional publishing agreements, in which authors typically sign away their own rights to the works they have produced. This
often means that the author no longer own the copyright of their own work, and therefore, may not (in many cases) be legally
allowed to post certain versions of their work to these social media sites. Publishers themselves are taking notice of potential
violations and many, such as Elsevier, have made strong efforts to embark on major takedown campaigns on Academia.edu and
ResearchGate.
However, authors should not be discouraged from self-archiving on social media sites. In fact, there are resources, such as
SHERPA/RoMEO (http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/), a site created by the University of Nottingham, that assists researchers in
determining which version of their work can be self-archived on a social media site by providing a fairly comprehensive database of
journals, their copyright policies, and self-archiving policies. This is helpful for the authors to disseminate versions of their work on
such sites while remaining compliant with any author agreements that they signed with the journal publisher. Additionally,
authors can also discuss self-archiving options with librarians, particularly as many libraries (including UCF Libraries) maintain
institutional repositories where faculty can self-archive their work.
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While many scholars are choosing to make their works available on social media sites, institutional repositories have emerged as a
burgeoning publishing model, not only for self-archiving but also for new scholastic publishing endeavors. Often facilitated by
libraries, institutional repositories not only house archived versions of scholarly work created by faculty and students at an
institution but also host open access journals created by the institution and even house research data, something that is
particularly important as more grant funding agencies require research data and research outputs to be made open accessible, as a
funding compliancy requirement. Additionally, as Open Educational Resources (https://www.oercommons.org/) (OERs) creation
and usage increase in academia, institutional repositories play an important role in facilitating access to such openly accessible
resources.
UCF’s Institutional Repository, STARS (http://stars.library.ucf.edu/), is an excellent place for faculty, departments, and programs to
add research and scholarly output.
Conclusion
Though not a comprehensive account of current and emerging trends in open access and the broader scholarly communication
community, these are a few areas in which OA has and will continue to evolve. Here at UCF, the Of ce of Scholarly Communication
will continue to bring you more information about the current state of open access along with other pertinent scholarly
communication trends and issues.
Further Reading:
For more information about Open Access, please see the Of ce of Scholarly Communication website, which includes detailed
information about Copyright (http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/copyright/), Digital Scholarship
(http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/digital-scholarship/), Funding Policy Requirements
(http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/funding-policy-requirements/), and additional scholarly
communication-related topics.
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